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other. This particular difficulty Is, of course,
in no way insoluble. There can be alloca-
tion on the basis of population or volume of
trade or in accordance with some other
criterion. But it is clear that there will have
to be a standing joint commission to regulate
all these matters, particularly the question
of changeb in the tariff schedules. Will such
changes have to be confirmed by the Parlia-
ments of the two countries ? If so, there may
well be deadlock. If not, the joint tariff
commission will acquire an importance which
may soon be more than merely economic.
A customs union, in short, is only compatible
with very close and very cordial political
relations, and political union may seem in
time to be its natural outcome.
That impression is confirmed by the
emotions stirred by the proposed Austro-
German Customs Union, which France and
the other habitual critics of Germany hailed
as an obvious prelude to a full political union
between the two countries. However that
may be, the text of the proposed union is of
some interest as indicating how such an
arrangement between any two States might
be expected to work, and answering
incidentally some of the questions just asked
in reference to Estonia and Latvia. It is